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Teacher Feature: 
Mr. Potvin and Ms. 
Papalia 
 
By Julian Jordan 
     Mr. Potvin and Ms. Papalia, 
wonderful teachers from 
Westmount have both retired 
from teaching as of February 
1st. We congratulate both of 
them in this large next chapter 
of their lives. As a 
commemoration, they are our 
first teacher feature. Ms. 
Papalia has worked at 
Westmount for 15.5 years, 
starting in September of 2010 
and Mr. Potvin for 16 years in 
January 2010. Both worked in 
the Learning commons, Mrs. 
Papalia being the head of 
learning resource, and both 
supporting the library part of 
the LC, and supporting 
students with IEPS. Mrs. 
Papalia and Mr. Potvin are 
planning to go to Mexico and 
travel the world. They both are 
looking forward to the extra 
time they’ll have, being able to 

do things they enjoy such as 
“spending tine with family and 
friends, travelling, spending 
more time at the family 
cottage in Parry Sound” – Mr. 
Potvin “Actually retirement will 
be very much like summer 
vacation.” – Mrs. Papalia  As 
two long term members of the 
Westmount community, this is 
what they had to say about it. 
“Unique and special are what 
they described Westmount as. 
A place which promotes 
students' achievements in a 
safe, inclusive and caring 
environment,” said Mr. Potvin.   
     For those of you worried 
about the future, here is what 
Mr. Potvin and Ms. Papalia had 
to say. “Grade 9 & 10 – get 
involved in the school 
community and meet new 
people. Grade 11 & 12 – work 
hard but take the time to enjoy 
yourself, life is all 
about balance” (Mr. Potvin) 
“My advice is for all grades: 
Have fun, but do your work.  I 
think most Westmount 
students follow this already. 
When I look at students’  

achievement, most students 
are achieving level 3 and level 
4 marks, and have balanced 
their academics with activities 
that bring them happiness.” 
(Ms. Papalia) Ms. Papalia 
expressed she wants to be 
remembered as someone who 
helped, and given her history 
at Westmount, she surely will 
be remembered as such. Mr. 
Potvin would like you all to 
remember “you matter.” 
     We all congratulate Mr. 
Potvin and Ms. Papalia’s 
retirement and wish them all 
luck in the future, alongside 
our best wishes. When asked 
what the world needed more 
of, their responses were love, 
and acceptance.  
     “What sets Westmount 
apart is definitely the 
students. Westmount 
students are amazing!! If you 
look in the Westmount 
agenda, on page 24, you will 
the character traits of a 
Westmount Wildcat. The 
students at Westmount 
definitely promote The 
Westmount Way.” -Mrs Papalia 



 
A review of Slime 
Rancher 2 
 
By Ben Ireland 
     Slime rancher 2, a delightful 
sequel, was fully released this 
past September after being in 
early access for three years. 
Slime rancher 2 is an amazing 
game where you explore a 
stunning landscape and take 
care of cute slimes to sell their 
plorts, while navigating an 
epic mystery. Monomi park 
released slime rancher 2 on 
the Xbox series X | S, 
Playstation 5, and PC(Steam, 
Microsoft store, Epic). I found 
the early access about 1 and a 
half years into the  
development process, and the 
final version has surpassed 
my expectations in every way. 
Gameplay: The mechanics of 
slime rancher 2 are relatively 
simple to grasp, move, jump, 
fly, vac in, shoot out, but the 
large number of upgrades 
continue to keep the 
gameplay riveting. The map is 
an explosion of colours with 
secrets around every corner, 
and a system of exploration 
locked by upgrades (such as 
the jet pack to let you fly) help 
to maintain a balance 
between game exploration 
and upgrades. The use of the 
in-game currency, newbucks, 
to obtain upgrades further  

helps to ensure that gamers 
try a little bit of everything the 
game has to offer, since they 
need newbucks to buy 
upgrades to explore farther 
and faster. The mix of open-
world exploration with the 
feeling of raking in thousands 
of newbucks ranching slimes 
is insanely addictive, and even 
after beating the game, I still 
find myself coming back to 
explore rainbow island and 
rake in those sweet, sweet 
newbucks. 
Story (Mild spoilers): Slime 
rancher 2 continues the 
adventures of Beatrix LeBeau 
as she comes to rainbow 
island by a ship sent to her by 
a mysterious stranger. The 
island is washed in 
prismatically vibrant colours, 
and you (as Beatrix) eventually 
find teleporters to new 
islands, Starlight Strand, 
Ember valley, and Powderfall 
bluffs. By reading drone 
entries, and from what Victor 
tells you about the “AI” he has 
been communicating with, 
you eventually piece together 
that rainbow island is not a 
natural thing, it is the result of 
a disaster. To fix it, you need to 
use blueprints that the “AI” 
sent to Victor to gain access to 
the Grey Labyrinth, where you 
meet Gigi, the one who sent 
the boat for you. She needs 
your help to stabilise the  

Prismacore at the heart of the 
labyrinth, before the property 
altering Prismacore infects the 
rest of the world. You then 
need to find 5 stabilizers 
dotted around the Grey 
Labyrinth, before fighting the 
terrifying tarr slime 
Prismacore monster to buy 
Gigi enough time to stabilize 
the Prismacore. Assuming you 
are good enough, you beat it, 
and the entire world is saved. 
Graphics: The art style of 
slime rancher 2 is leaps and 
bounds better than the first, 
and Monomi park really 
managed to nail the so-cute-
you-want-to-cuddle-them-
forever vibe of the slimes. I 
mean, just look at these 
adorable little cutesies, how 
can you not love them? You 
can even get into a 
SNOWBALL fight with them! It 
literally took the cuteness of 
the first game and dialed it up 
to 100. 

 



 
All in all, if you are looking for a 
low stress game with amazing 
exploration, lore, graphics, 
freedom, and profit that you 
can always pick back up for a 
quick gaming session, give 
Slime Rancher 2 a go, its only 
30 bucks on the Xbox, and it is 
worth every single cent. 

Lunch Ladies 
Deserve More 
 
By Adam Celic 
I’m sure everyone has their 
favorite members of staff 
within this school. Some 
people say Mr. Bell is one of 
the best French teachers. I’ve 
heard Mr. Modelski plays 
music in his Woodworking 
classes, so you know he’s 
cool. But 2 people that 
contribute greatly to the 
school who I haven’t seen 
anyone talk about are the 
lunch ladies in our very own 
Westmount Cafeteria. I’m 
serious! These people pour 
their hearts out into the food 
they make for us students, and 
we show more money to them 
than we do kindness! I have 
tried many of the foods that 
these kind lunch ladies have 
prepared for us: their pizza, 
their chicken drumsticks, and 
their cookies. And guess 
what? The food is actually 
good! The cookies have a 
perfect mix of crunchy and 
soft, and they have a sweet 
flavor that’s hard to resist! The 
chicken wings have just the 
perfect amount of crispiness! 
The pizza has a really 
comfortable texture, and the 
pepperoni thy serve with it is 
halal, too! It’s a shame that no 
one pays as much attention to 

them as they do with the 
teachers of this 
establishment. I mean, they 
feed you, people! Food is 
important for survival! They 
spend lots of time preparing 
these delicious food items just 
for us to eat, not just because 
it is their job, but because they 
want us to be fed as well. 
Which is why I suggest we 
should thank them for their 
efforts! How do we thank 
them, you ask! Simple! By 
purchasing the food they 
make! This lunch period, 
unless you’re too busy working 
on assignments, you should 
head on down to the cafeteria 
with whatever money you have 
and buy something you’re 
craving! Whether it is as cheap 
as a hash brown, or as 
expensive as 2 slices of pizza, 
I’m sure they would appreciate 
your generous donation! So 
what are you waiting for? 

 
 

Winter Concert 
 
By Julian Jordan 
On December 11th of 2025, 
Westmount held its annual 
winter concert. In this concert 
we had a morning show for 
elementary schools held in 
the auditorium and an evening 
show for everybody which was 
also held in the auditorium. 
Both performances were filled 
with wonderful music from the 



 
following groups: Wind 
Orchestra, Concert Band, 
Concert Choir, Jazz Choir, Jazz 
II and Jazz I. All students who 
participated in the Winter 
Concert preformed 
wonderfully making it yet 
again, another successful 
Winter Concert. A large thank 
you to everyone who 
preformed, everyone who 
watched, and Mr. Benning and 
Ms. Grant for organizing the 
event. If you missed it, be 
assured that there will be one 
next year. We hope to see you 
all there! 

but Asphalt 8 was the first one 
I put actual effort into. 
Q: What game do you always 
go back to? Why?  
A: A game I always come back 
to is Clash of Clans. I take 
breaks sometimes, but I come 
back because every time I 
come back there is more 
content and stuff to do. 
Q: What matters most when 
you play a game: The story and 
lore, gameplay mechanics,  
graphic and sound design, or 
difficulty?  
A: Gameplay mechanics are 
the most important. You can 
miss one of the others, but 
every game must have fun 
mechanics to be a good game. 
Q: Favorite Genre(s)? Why?  
A: I really like strategy, racing, 
story, and platforming games, 
but if I had to pick a favourite, 
it would be racing because I 
am a bit obsessed with cars. 
Q: What is your opinion on the 
best platform for gaming?  
A: It depends on your budget 
and investment. PC is better if 
you are really invested in 
gaming, but if you are more 
going for casual fun hanout 
games with your family, a 
console of any kind is 
probably a better choice. 
Q: Have you ever played a 
game so hard you had to rage 
quit? Which one? Why? 
A: I had to rage quit the path of 
pain in Hollow Knight for a bit.  

I eventually came back to beat 
it, but it was incredibly 
difficult, although Hollow 
Knight is a great platformer 
game. 
Q: Most impressive gaming 
achievement?  
A: I haven't achieved anything 
crazy like top 100, but back in 
2022 I got super close to 
getting champion in rocket 
league, and my town hall is 
level 16 in clash of clans. 
Q: What do you think are the 
worst problems facing the 
game industry right now?  
A: Games are getting too 
expensive for people to afford. 
RAM prices have gone 
absolutely crazy. AI has 
caused a massive chip 
shortage as well, and we can 
only hope that the bubble 
pops and prices go back 
down. PC building and 
consoles have become crazy 
expensive compared to pre-
pandemic levels. AAA games 
have gone past the 
established 80$ approximate 
limit because of Nintendo. 
Nintendo in particular, but a 
lot of game companies are no 
longer selling their game, but 
licensing it to you, so they can 
stop you from using it if you 
don't follow the terms and 
conditions. Like Nintendo 
bricking your console if you try 
to run homebrew. 
Q: Your soloution? 

An interview with 
James Zheng on 
Video Games 
 
By Ben Ireland 
     Hey Westmount! For this 
edition’s student feature, we 
are going to interview James 
Zheng, a grade 12 student, 
about his experiences with 
video games (because we all 
need a break from thinking 
about school). 
Q: What was the first video 
game that you really got 
immersed in, and actually put 
effort into?  
A: Asphalt 8 was the first game 
I ever really got immersed in 
and put actual effort into. I 
played other casual games 
before that like angry birds,  



 
A: It is a problem with the 
corporations, so as 
individuals, the best we could 
try to do is gather support 
online against these unjust 
policies.  
Q: And finally, just to mess 
with you, what is the derivative 
of 5x^3 + 3x^2 – 256 + ln(x)  
A: 15x^2 + 6x + log(x) (So close 
but ln(x) has a derivative of 
1/x) 
(Layout note: For more detail 
see end of newspaper) 

 

Pet Feature 
 
By Julian Jordan 
     This is Cleo! She is the dog 
of Julian Jordan. She is a 
Maltese and Shih Tzu mix. She 
is four years old. 
     If you want your pet 
featured in the next 
newspaper, let us know by 
emailing photos and 
descriptions at: 
jjordan6276@hwdsb.on.ca 

Winter Variety 
Show 
 
By Julian Jordan 
     On the last day before 
winter break, Westmount held 
its annual Winter Variety 
Show. This is something which 
makes Westmount unique as 
it is a sendoff into the winter 
break. Organised by Mrs. 

Charters, the Winter Variety 
Show is a time where 
Westmount Students 
showcase a wide variety of 
talents, skits, messages, and 
much more. Amazing job to all 
students who participated! If 
there is one thing the 
Westmount Variety Show is 
known for, is its annual Tech 
Video. This year for the tech 
video, we had staff members 
from all departments  

perform in Band Aid ending 
with a large performance of 
Jingle Bell Rock involving the 
entire school. Make sure you 
join us for next year! 

The History and 
Trends of the 
Westmount 
Newspaper 
 



 
By Ben Ireland and Keegan 
Massie 
     Hey Westmount, it’s Ben 
and Keegan back again with 
another edition of Westmount 
history. This time we are going 
to talk about trends that were 
set all the way back at the 
founding of Westmount, and 
well as what has fallen out of 
favour over the years based 
upon the first edition of the 
Westmount Highlander 
newspaper. 
     Even before there was a 
student council, there was a 
social committee responsible 
for organizing school dances. 
In fact, the Highlander covers 
the dance and offers opinions 
from both teachers and 
students about “The Twilight 
Twist”. It also shares another 
trend that has not gone away, 
the astronomical costs 
associated with the school 
dance. The highlander even 
goes so far as to say that the 
social committee is “finding 
bigger and better ways to 
squander Westmount’s loose 
cash.” 
     Another thing that has not 
gone away is the political 
literacy of Westmount’s 
student body. Even back in 
1961, the newspaper was 
engaged in world politics, 
asking difficult questions 
about the effectiveness of the 
UN, and the necessary steps 

peace. 
     The first edition of the 
Westmount Highlander also 
set in motion many ideas and 
customs that are still in place 
today. One such idea was the 
possibility of a student 
council, proposed by many 
students who believed the 
school needed a centralized 
student representation in 
organizing events and 
delegating social committees 
to events. There was also the 
idea that the bell to change 
periods be replaced with 
music, but the writers of the 
paper seemed sceptical that it 
could happen. Little did they 
know that decades later, 
students would be listening to 
music in the halls between 
every class. 
     However, not everything 
talked about in the old papers 
has stuck around until today, 
like the popular hair styles at 
the time described by 
teachers as looking “like a 
lion’s mane.” Another old 
newspaper custom is that the 
principal had a page to write to 
the students. This may have 
just been for the first paper, 
but the principal provided the 
introduction of the Westmount 
newspaper, stating that 
Westmount was a year old at 
the time but feels like it has 
been around much longer, and 
that those creating the first 

newspaper are building 
“traditions long to be 
remembered after this student 
body has graduated.” This 
principal’s passage introduced 
Westmount, at which 
thousands of students would 
eventually build great 
memories, providing the basis 
for “a great and noble school.” 
     Along with the principal’s 
remarks, we hear the thoughts 
of many students and 
teachers, such as students 
joking that the ceilings of the 
school were slowly sinking 
and were going to crush 
everyone due to the design 
they had at the time (read 
Westmount History from June 
2025 for more).  
     There is one last thing that 
we mourn the loss of. The 
Westmount Paw Prints will 
never be able to match the 
absolute sass and confidence 
of The Highlander. They had 
the chutzpah to call out the 
editors of the Mountain Echo 
(A school newspaper in 
another school) for dissing 
Westmount, going far enough 
to say that they wouldn’t even 
want to publish The 
Highlander in their school. It is 
a magnificent diss column. (In 
fact, it is so powerful that a 
copy of the majestic diss 
column has been attached to 
the next page) 
     But for now, we thank you  



 
for reading about the trends of 
ancient Westmount. We are 
graduating, but we hope that 
some more curious Wildcats 
will take some time to 
investigate the history of this 
incredibly interesting school. 
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Down  Across  
1 – An intense feeling of deep affection  1 – The system of rules that govern society  

2 - A person who plays an alto instrument  4 – ____ = Voltage / Resistance   

3 – ____ of a rectangle = Length * Width  5 – The saint celebrated on February 14th  

4 - To make something become an acid  7- The Westmount Healthy ______ Team (WHAT)  
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earth’s equator  

8 – “________ is a little thing that makes a big 
difference” – Winston Churchill  

9 – “Power! ______ power!” – Emperor Palpatine  11 – The inverse of anaerobic  

10 – Element number 56 on the periodic table  12 – The tube fitted around the end of a shoelace  

11 – Onomatopoeia for a sneeze  13 - _________ Secondary, home of the Wildcats  
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Trivia and Jokes 
Trivia:  

1. Which tech entrepreneur named his son X Æ A-12?  
 

2. Which famous band is the only artist to perform on every continent, including Antarctica?  
 

3. Who is considered the king of pop?  

 
Jokes  

 
What kind of questions should you not ask while fishing in the winter?  
 
Icebreakers.  
 
Why did the frog take the bus?  
 
His car got toad.  
 
Why can you never trust trees?  
 
They are Shady.  
 
Where does ground beef go to dance?  
 
The meat ball. 
 

Answers  
 

1. Elon Musk  
 

2. Metallica  
 

3. Micheal Jackson 



 
 
Horoscopes presented by resident Astrologer, B. Will-I-am W. 
Ireland 
 

ARIES -   
You may get into a long argument about something that doesn’t matter at all, but the argument will 
lead you to greater understanding if you can accept your mistake. 

 
TAURUS -  
You likely already have a stable system. Stick to it and you will be in a good spot for the next month. 

 
GEMINI -  
Just as curiosity killed the cat, make sure to read the warning label and follow all safety rules. Now 
is not the time to take a risk. 

 
CANCER -  
I often sympathise with the difficulties of crabs. I would recommend the tactic of not being boiled 
alive unless it is in butter. 

 
LEO -  
Now is the time to take chances, and make mistakes. Your natural shimmer will carry you through 
far enough for you to actually understand what you need to. 

 
VIRGO -  
It is written that the you will succeed where it matters, even if it is not where you expect. 

 
LIBRA -  
Weigh your options carefully. Both will lead to success, but one will take a lot of pain with no fun, 
but the other will bring you success along with an enjoyable path to get there. 
SCORPIO -  
Yes, yes darling. We understand that you “need” your persona, but we can assure you that everyone 
around you will accept you no matter what. 

 



 
SAGITTARIUS -  
Continue your quest for knowledge, but do not forget to find some wisdom along the way. 

 
CAPRICORN -  
You often make tasks more difficult for yourself by subdividing infinetely. Sometimes you just need 
to do it. 

 
AQUARIUS -  
After dealing with that large rat from last time, I regret to inform you that an unnervingly small rat is 
on its way to you right now. 

 
PISCES -  
You might think you must use your inate magic, but the stars have aligned today so you will have 
amazing luck today, no need for magic. 
 
 
 
 

Full interview 

Interview With James.m4a
 



 
Life at Westmount 
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